
the session. 

 

Currently, 

mortgage 

fraud is a big 

issue in the 

news and will 

also be an 

issue ad-

dressed on 

the state 

level.  There was one meeting of the 

Interim Committee on Consumer 

Protection to discuss this issue and 

others but it is too early to determine 

exactly what is going to be done.  

Other issues discussed in that hear-

ing were: short selling stocks, re-

verse mortgages, STOLI, and vari-

able annuities. 

 

Missouri Legislators will also be 

Cont. on next page                      

The upcoming legislative session is 

sure to be an exciting one to watch.  

When legislators meet next year 

they will be looking at the upcoming 

elections to determine which direc-

tion they will move their legislative 

agendas and how they will try to 

position themselves against other 

candidates. 

 

One of the top priorities will be 

transportation.  This is an issue that 

legislators have been working on 

quite a bit during the interim but at 

this point there is no clear consensus 

on how they plan to fix Missouriôs 

outdated highways. 

 

Most plans revolve around making 

major upgrades to I-70 and I-44.  

The plans vary between legislators 

but the three plans that have been 

discussed the most are: a sales tax 

increase, a multi-faceted revenue 

source which includes a gas tax in-

crease, a smaller sales tax increase, as 

well as, increasing vehicle registra-

tion costs, and the final plan calls for 

these interstates to be converted to 

toll roads. 

 

Most legislators agree that there 

needs to be an initiative on the No-

vember 2008 ballot to get this issue 

resolved as quickly as possible. 

 

Another major issue for next year 

will be the Missouri Non-Partisan 

Court Plan and our judicial branch of 

government.  There is currently a 

movement underway to do away with 

Missouriôs current system of select-

ing judges and to limit the way 

judges can rule on cases dealing with 

taxes.  These two issues are sure to 

spark a great deal of debate during 
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SAVE THE DATE 

Mark you calendars for the 48th Annual Meeting to be 

held at the InterContinental at the Plaza in Kansas City, 

MO on February 17ð19, 2008.  Also,  our next summer 

meeting is already set for July 25-27, 2008 at Hilton 

Branson Convention Center in Branson, MO.   

From Your MCA Staff ñ 
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year   
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taking a close look at education in our state.                               

 

There are a couple of issues that will probably be looked at during next yearôs session.  Namely, school vouchers and 

teachers collective bargaining rights will both likely draw some attention. 

 

There is also an initiative in the works to restore eligibility and provide more services to Missourians with the Insure Mis-

souri Plan.  The first phase of this plan has already been implemented but next year the legislature will have to approve the 

next two phases and provide additional funding.  If this plan is fully implemented it will provide health care insurance for 

an additional 200,000 Missourians. 

 

Also on the agenda for legislators will be a fix to Missouriôs Second Injury Fund.  The fund is currently facing a billion 

dollar liability even if it were dissolved so legislators are scrambling to come up with some short-term and long-term solu-

tions to this growing problem. 

 

Finally, immigration is always a hot topic and we are certain to see a number of different proposals to address illegal im-

migration in Missouri. 

The EPAôs Office of Enforcement and Compliance (OECA) has issued it na-

tional enforcement priorities for 2008 -2010.   

 

They have identified storm water problems from aggregates operations and 

ready mixed concrete plants as one of the OECAôs three main focuses for 

storm water enforcement.  Also listed as enforcement priorities will be 

home building and big box store construction.   

 

According to the EPA, many construction and aggregate companies operate 

nationwide in multiple states and the EPA has the ability to take enforce-

ment actions that address these companies on a national basis.   

 

To learn more go to www.epa.gov and type in ñ2008 priority storm waterò 

in the SEARCH MENU  at the top/middle of the page.  This will lead you to 

a link which brings up a PDF document that provides more details.   

News from the EPA 

Hours of Service (ñHOSò) Interim Final Rule 

 

The Federal Motor Carriers Safety Administration (FMCSA) has re-

leased its long -awaited Interim Final Rule on hours of ser-

vice.   FMCSAôs rule retains  the 11 -hour maximum driving limit and 

the 34 -hour restart provision, along with the rest of the HOS rules 

that have been in place since October 2005.    

 

In essence, this Interim Final Rule retains the status quo.  

FMCSA chose to retain the 11 -  and 34 -hour provisions because 

there has been no degradation in safety and, in fact, the industryôs 

safety record has improved since the new rules were first imple-

mented.  

 

This rule will become effective on December 27, 2007.    The com-

plete rule can be accessed with the link below.   

 

www.motrucking.org/pdf/HOS_IFR_Federal_Register.pdf   

http://www.motrucking.org/pdf/HOS_IFR_Federal_Register.pdf
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effort, brought some of the latest in concrete technology to 

the City of Macon on December 5.   The JBT Development 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ пмл 9 aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ά{Ǉƛƴ /ƛǘȅέ 

laundrymat on the lower level and build to suit office space 

on the upper level was the site for the demonstration.  A 

large group of local contractors, representatives from sev-

eral of the surrounding municipalities, and engineers were 

on hand to witness, first hand, the advantages of pervious 

concrete. 

.Ǌƛŀƴ ¢ŜǊǊȅΣ ƻŦ  hΩ[ŀǳƎƘƭƛƴ wŜŀŘȅ aƛȄΣ ŀƴŘ YŜƴ [ƛŜǎŎƘŜƛŘǘΣ ƻŦ 

the MO/KS Chapter of the American Concrete Pavement 

Association, gave voice to the demo by giving a step-by-step 

account of preparation, placement and the finished prod-

uct.  They answered many questions and had printed infor-

mation for anyone to take. 

The question of the day was: What is pervious concrete?  

Pervious concrete is a unique cement-based concrete prod-

uct that has a porous structure that allows rainwater to 

pass directly through the pavement and into the soil natu-

rally.  This is achieved without compromising the strength, 

durability, or integrity of the concrete structure itself.  Per-

vious concrete paving used for infiltration has been ac-

cepted by the U.S. EPA as an acceptable alternative to more 

traditional storm water pollution prevention.  It increases 

land utilization by lessening the need for storm sewers and 

retention ponds. 

All those in attendance marveled at the drainage capacity of 

the finished product during the demonstration as 1000 gal-

lons of water disappeared in a matter of seconds.  Most left 

with a better understanding of this new technology and 

ǿƘȅ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ 

future. This is a product that contractors, developers and 

communities can use regardless of location, project size,   or 

the city population. 
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